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As a follow up to earlier communications with the sending districts regarding the continuation of 
remote learning for ESY, this past Friday the NJDOE issued guidance for summer learning 
programs, including the delivery of Extended School Year (ESY) services for students with 
disabilities, both in conjunction with the release of the New Jersey Department of Health's COVID-
19 Youth Summer Camp Standards. The NJ DOE notes in the ESY guidance, "if a school district or 
receiving school determines that it would not be possible to meet summer program goals through 
in-person summer programming in accordance with the NJ DOH standards, the school district 
may conduct summer programming, including ESY for students with disabilities, remotely ... ". 

Over the past few weeks, I have had many conversations with New Jersey's public school district 
special education superintendents all of whom have strong concerns about bringing our children 
with significant disabilities and complex medical conditions back into school buildings this 
summer among all of their peers. We also have concerns that we do not want our special needs 
students to be the test cases for in-person learning until a number of questions are answered 
including busing, masks, temperature taking, number of students in a class, feeding schedules and 
routines among so many other questions without answers at this time. 

To this end, in response to the Department of Education's guidance on Friday, the New Jersey 
Joint Council of County Special Services School Districts, comprised of eight county special 
services school districts across the state including Burlington County Special Services District, in 
conjunction with the Educational Services Commission of New Jersey (ESCNJ), South Bergen 
Jointure Commission and Morris-Union Jointure Commission, have made the collective decision, 
after much thought and extensive discussion, to continue delivering all instruction and related 
services for Extended School Year (ESY) programs remotely for the protection of our 
students. The BCSSSD ESY will begin on July 6, 2020 for the duration of the month of 
July. Career Technical Education (CTE) shops will be offered on a rotating basis during virtual 
ESY as well as related teletherapies as appropriate. 

The District has convened a comprehensive Task Force to address the steps needed to be in place 
to safely reopen schools for our students and staff in September. We want to assure that the plans 
incorporate the best and safest protocols and until that time, we will be following the guidance of 
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the Governor regarding the number of people that can be in buildings and sequential months 
following social distancing protocols. 

We look forward to that time when students and staff will be together once again in person. To 
that end, in response to the feedback from parents in a recent survey, we have created a Calendar 
Communication Initiative during the months of July and August where our students will be 
invited to participate in socialization opportunities a few times a week with our staff and with 
fellow students virtually. We value the connections we have with our parents and students and 
want to make sure that we remain connected throughout the summer and to be there for you. 

I thank you for being a valued partner with BCSSSD in the education journey of your child. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Christopher Nagy 
Superintendent 
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